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Synopsis

The unforgettable first novel that established Isabel Allende as one of the worlda ™s most gifted
and imaginative storytellers.The House of the Spirits brings to life the triumphs and tragedies of
three generations of the Trueba family. The patriarch Esteban is a volatile, proud man whose
voracious pursuit of political power is tempered only by his love for his delicate wife, Clara, a woman
with a mystical connection to the spirit world. When their daughter Blanca embarks on a forbidden
love affair in defiance of her implacable father, the result is an unexpected gift to Esteban: his
adored granddaughter Alba, a beautiful and strong-willed child who will lead her family and her
country into a revolutionary future. One of the most important novels of the twentieth century, The
House of the Spirits is an enthralling epic that spans decades and lives, weaving the personal and

the political into a universal story of love, magic, and fate.
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Customer Reviews

The House of the Spirits, Isabel Allende’s luminous saga of the Trueba family, as seen through the
eyes of the women, is more than a wonderful book; it is an ode to the courageous, compassionate
and forgiving spirits that all people are capable of becoming. Even after witnessing the horrors of
Chilean military oppression, Allende dared to write a novel that denies a basic pessimistic view of
humans and instead reveals mankind’s capacity to endure suffering and self-transformation for the
sake of life, love and justice.ln The House of the Spirits, Allende shows us that the cruelest
outbursts of evil and violence of which man is capable are committed during civil war: genocides,

mass murders, concentration camps. Man is definitely mankind’s greatest enemy. It is truly



horrifying to think that the sufferings of Jaime Trueba could be supported by authentic testimony:
"They tied their hands and feet with barbed wire and threw them on their faces in the stalls. There
Jaime and the others spent two days without food or water, rotting in their own excrement, blood
and fear, until they were all driven by truck to an area near the airport. In an empty lot they were
shot on the ground because they could no longer stand, and then their bodies were
dynamited."Jaime is just one among many characters who suffers horribly under the military
oppression portrayed in The House of the Spirits. Yet, Allende courageously dares to offer hope that
reconciliation is possible and that people are capable of much more noble actions and emotions.In
this book, Allende seems to be telling us that evil is not a simple thing and that violent behavior is a

complex act. She also portrays every act as having a cause, whether known or unknown.
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